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Psalms 107-108

God Satisfies the Longing Soul

*Psalms 107:1–43 The opening line of Pss. 105–107, “Oh, give thanks to the
LORD,” links together this trilogy of songs which praise God for His goodness
and mercy to Israel. Most likely this psalm has a post-Exilic origin (cf. 107:3).
The psalm develops two main themes:

1) praising God for His continual deliverance (107:4–32), and

2) remembering God’s response to man’s obedience/disobedience (107:33–42).

I. The Call to Praise (107:1–3)
II. The Cause of Rejoicing—Deliverance (107:4–32)
III. The Consequences of Obedience/Disobedience (107:33–42)
IV. The Commentary on Wisdom/Understanding (107:43)

*Psalms 108:1–13 David combines portions of his own previously written Pss.
57 and 60 to make up this psalm commemorating God’s victories (vv. 1–5 are
from 57:7–11; vv. 6–13 are from 60:5–12). He deleted the laments that
began each psalm (57:1–6 and 60:1–4) while combining his own words of
exaltation and confidence in God with only slight word variation. No specific
historical occasion behind this psalm is given. See notes on Ps. 57:7–11 and Ps.
60:5–12.

I. Personal Exaltation of God (108:1–5)
II. Personal Confidence in God (108:6–13)



Repentance

A Definition

To repent means to turn. In the N.T. repentance means to turn from
sin. We were called by God to turn from sin. In fact, all men everywhere
are commanded by God to repent of their sins (Acts 17:30). God’s
longsuffering leads us to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9) as does His
kindness (Rom. 2:4).

There is true and false repentance, “For the sorrow that is according
to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to
salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death” (2 Cor. 7:10).

Sorrowing over and forsaking sin, a wholehearted turning away from
all that is evil. This is more than regret or remorse, attitudes that point to
sorrow over sin but no more. Repentance was looked for in Old Testament
times (Ezek. 14:6; 18:30). It was the first item in the preaching of John the
Baptist (Matt. 3:1-2), Jesus (Matt. 4:17), and the apostles (Mark 6:12; cf.
Acts 2:38). Beyond repentance, faith is needed. But repentance is
indispensable. Sin must be forsaken decisively.
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