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“AHUMPTY DUMPTY STORY IN THE BIBLE”

A favorite nursery rhyme is the familiar tale of an egg that takes an unfortunate tumble:

HUMPTY DUMPTY SAT ON A WALL
HUMPTY DUMPTY HAD A GREAT FALL.
ALL THE KING’S HORSES AND ALL THE KING’S MEN
COULDN’T PUT HUMPTY TOGETHER AGAIN.

According to those who know about such things, this piece of wisdom is a relic thousands
of years old. Versions have appeared in eight European languages.

In its primitive stages, however, Humpty Dumpty was a riddle. It asked the question:
“What, when broken, can never be repaired, not even by strong or wise individuals?”
As any child knows, an egg. Regardless of how hard we try, a broken egg can never be
put back together again. We simply have to learn to live with the mess.

There is a Humpty Dumpty story in the Bible. We call it the Fall.

Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit. They claim they posses the necessary wisdom to
be like God. When the dust settles, Adam and Eve are not perched on a lofty plane. They
have fallen. Regardless of how hard we try, things can never be put back together again.

Our contemporary fall is seen in the feeling that things just don’t work anymore. Our
lives appear out of control. Changes come faster than our ability to cope. Broken eggs are
an appropriate symbol. Wherever we step we hear the crunch of fragile shells beneath our
feet.

~Brent Philip Waters



